gﬂéne DECEMBER 6

SMALL GROUP

THE GENEALOGY OF JESUS

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 1:1-17
FOCUS VERSES: Isaiah 7:14, Romans 3:23, Romans 8:28

Summary: Family histories were important in Bible times.
The New Testament begins with the genealogy of Joseph'’s
family. The listing shows that Jesus is a descendant of
Abraham and David, just like God had promised. Jesus’
family members were not perfect. They were human and
had their challenges, just like our families. Jesus was the
Son of God, born to a human family. He is fully man and
fully God.
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For unto you is born this day in the city of .
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. jesus brmgs hoPe'

(LUKE 2:11) bttt

We will go deeper in God'’s truth by answering these questions:
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DID GOD ALWAYS HAVE A WHY AREN'T FAMILIES HOW IS GOD INVITING
PLAN TO RESCUE HIS PEOPLE? PERFECT? ME TO RESPOND?
God had a plan from the Every person in every family Kids will reflect and respond
beginning to send Jesus sins and needs a Savior. We to the truth they learned
through an earthly family to can have hope because about God.
save people from sin. God uses imperfect families

for His perfect plan.
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Leader . TRAINING

7" /Y 7 LEADER TRAINING TOPIC: THE OVEREXTENDED FAMILY

\ ~7

y Kids’ schedules are as packed, if not more so, than the schedules of the adults caring for them,
and some caregivers simply have more going on than they have time for each week. So instead
of focusing on when they are absent, let’s celebrate the wins when they make it to church.

¢ Celebrate Church Attendance. Instead of texting when their kid misses church, text
this caregiver on a day their kid attends and share what a privilege it is to have their family
with you. Choose to celebrate their presence.

¢ Applaud the Progress. Try to catch this caregiver at drop-off or pick-up and share with
them ways you see God really working in their kid’s life. Celebrate the important role
their kid plays in your group, and what a joy it is to have them there.

¢ Meet them Where They Are. If you know this caregiver is at the ball field three nights a
week, grab a coffee/snack and go there to cheer them on, and connect with them.

NAVIGATING A BROKEN WORLD:
FAMILY DRAMA ELEMENTARY

Surveys reveal that nearly 25 percent of Americans are GLOSSARY
estranged from family members.* These disconnects

impact kids’ relationships with grandparents, aunts, uncles,
and other extended family. It is likely that the kids in your
group come from a wide range of family backgrounds.
Remember that every family has dynamics that are unique

and often unknown to others. As you discuss Jesus’ family

and background in today’s lesson, be aware that some kids
have positive impressions of extended family and some
families may be drama-filled. Give kids a safe space to share
about their families. Remember, if a kid shares something that
raises concern of neglect or abuse, immediately follow your
church’s policy for reporting. Help kids discover that no family
is perfect, including Jesus’ earthly family. Families are made
up of people who sin, and that is why we all needed Jesus to
come.

Descendant: a person’s
children, children’s
children and everyone
who comes after

Hypostatic Union: Jesus
is both fully divine and fully
human

Genealogy: a person’s
family line and history

Savior: the only One who
can save us from our sins
.=

*For more resources on this topic, check out:
britecurriculum.com/resources
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Bihle #$) TEACHING

THE GENEALOGY OF JESUS
MATTHEW 1:1-17 SUPPLIES:

Bible, teaching slides, printable pages,
scissors, 1 roll of green crepe paper,

t hooks (1 k), hol h,
PRAY: God, You sent Jesus to Earth through ?argzmen ooks (1 pack), hole punc
a real family—a family full of not-so- PREP:
perfect people. If You can use them, Print the printable pages and cut
You can use us! Help us listen and hear out. Punch holes in the top of each
Your truth today. Amen. ornament and secure hooks to top of
each one.
. Bh
. , . . LEADER TIP:
Say: Today we are talking about Jesus’ family tree! A family When selecting volunteers to wrap
tree is a picture that represents all the members of a family the crepe paper, make sure everyone
across many generations. And since we are talking about involved is the same gender.

Jesus’ family tree, and it is December, | think we should
make our own Christmas family tree! First, we need a volunteer who can stand as still as a tree.

Call an older kid to the front to be the “tree.” Have them stand with their arms at their side as still
as possible.

Say: Now we need two volunteers to turn our volunteer into a tree!

Select two volunteers to wrap the “tree” in green crepe paper from head to toe, making sure not to
cover theirmouth and nose. Use tape to secure the crepe paper. Your two new volunteers can sit
down after wrapping.

Say: Finally, | need more volunteers to hang some special ornaments on our tree.

Select up to 11 volunteers to hang the “lesus’ Genealogy Ornaments” on the crepe paper.

Say: Family was extremely important to the Israelite people, and knowing their genealogy, or lists
of family members, was important too. The second half of the Bible, the New Testament, begins
this way:

Read Matthew 1:1 directly from the Bible: The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son
of David, the Son of Abraham.
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Bible ) TEACHING

Say: This genealogy, or list of Jesus’ family, shows God's faithfulness to keep the promises He gave in

the Old Testament. He had promised that the Savior would come from the families of Abraham, Issac,
Jacob, Judah and David. God had a plan from the beginning to send Jesus through an earthly family to
save people from sin.

As you mention Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Judah, remove each ornament and show it to the kids.
Do not show David yet. Then hang the ornaments back on the crepe paper.

Say: Matthew lists all of these men in Jesus’ family history. God showed that Jesus was the true Savior
because He was their descendant, just like God had promised.

Say: Jesus’ family also shows that God's plan couldn’t be stopped by people’s mistakes. Some of the
people listed in the genealogy of Jesus’ family had messed up in big ways. Some had lied. Several
deceived others. King David even had a man killed so he could steal his wife and cover up his

own sin.

Show teaching illustration: King David.

Take the David ornament off the tree and show the kids, then hang it back on the crepe paper.

Say: Jesus’ earthly family was not filled with perfect people. They were humans, just like you and me,
who sinned and needed a Savior.

Say: God reminds us through the record of Jesus’ family that all people are important to Him and part
of His plan. The list includes four women, and women were never included in ancient genealogies.

Matthew included names like Tamar and Bathsheba.

As you mention Tamar and Bathsheba remove each ornament and show it to the kids. Then hang the
ornaments back on the crepe paper.

Say: Jesus’ family also included Ruth and Rahab who were not Israelites but were women whom God
used in big ways and brought into His family.

As you mention Ruth and Rahab remove each ornament and show it to the kids. Then hang the
ornaments back on the crepe paper.

-------- “'(‘—_------—_--_)
i+ (CONTINUED)
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Bible a8 TEACHING

Say: The list also includes people we don’t know anything about, but they were a part of His
perfect plan.

As you mention people we don’t know about, remove the Azor and Achim ornaments and show them
to the kids. Then hang the ornaments back on the crepe paper.

Say: Finally, Jesus’ family history shows that He was real and He was human.

Show teaching illustration: Family Line.

Say: Jesus had a real family who really did live in history. There is a record of His human ancestors. He
was a real person. He would be fully God, but He would also be fully human so that He could be the

perfect sacrifice for our sin.

Take the Jesus ornament off the tree and show the kids. Continue holding during the Point to
Jesus section.

Show teaching slide: Point to Jesus.

T POINT TO JESUS

Say: Jesus came to Earth as a real person. He came as a baby and grew up just like everyone

else. However, He is fully human and fully God. As a human He could take our place and take the
punishment for our sin. But only God could have the power to defeat death and sin and make a way
for us to live with Him forever. Jesus was fully human and fully God so that He could be the perfect
sacrifice for our sin when He died on the cross.
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PAGE 1 OF 3 PREP: Print the printable pages and cut out. Punch holes in the top of each ornament and secure hooks to
top of each one.
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PAGE 2 OF 3 PREP: Print the printable pages and cut out. Punch holes in the top of each ornament and secure hooks to
top of each one.
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PAGE 3 OF 3 PREP: Print the printable pages and cut out. Punch holes in the top of each ornament and secure hooks to
top of each one.
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YOUNGER ELEMENTARY SMALL GROUP

Small. Group SEIROADMAP

THE GENEALOGY OF JESUS

BELONG

(10 MINUTES)

1 Goal: For kids to

experience God's love
through a welcoming
community

2 (10 MINUTES)

Goal: For kids to
discover who God is by
engaging with the Bible

3 B

BECOME

(10 MINUTES)

A

Goal: For kids to
learn to follow Jesus
by applying faith to

their lives

brite* |

FAMILY WALK DRAW MY LEADER’S FAMILY
SUPPLIES: Printable pages, OR SUPPLIES: Printable page,
scissors, paper bag, upbeat coloring supplies
worship music, music

player

VERSE LINE FAMILY CHAIN

SUPPLIES: Bibles, teaching OR SUPPLIES: Bible, printable

slide pages, scissors, tape

DISCIPLESHIP DISCUSSION

(10 MINUTES)

Goal: To engage kids in faith conversations that help them
navigate a broken world with biblical wisdom

IMPERFECT FAMILY PRAYER MOTIONS
SUPPLIES: Bible, Take-Home
page, coloring supplies,
paper (1 per kid), heart
stickers (5 per kid)

SUPPLIES: Bible, Take-Home
page, coloring supplies

OR

©2026 Awana® Clubs International. This document may be reproduced only by churches registered with Awana.
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¥ SUPPLIES:
o // Printable pages, scissors, paper bag, upbeat
o worship music, music player

% FAMILY WALK PRer

Print the printable pages (1 number per kid).
Cut out the small numbers and place them in
the bag (1 small number per kid).

ADAPTATION FOR DIFFERENT LEARNERS: Kids with speech needs may need extra time or

suggestions of what to say. Allow the option of two choices for what they could say if needed.

INSTRUCTIONS:
1. Welcome each kid by name and welcome any new kids to the group.
2. Discuss: What was the best and worst part of your week?

3. Discuss: This month we are learning that Jesus is our Savior! How have you seen this week that Jesus is
the Savior?

. Discuss: How many people are there in your family?
Discuss: Who lives with you?

Say: Let’s play a fun game!

N o u

Lay out the numbered printable pages on the floor in a large circle (one number per kid).

Have everyone stand on one number.

© ©®

Play the music and have everyone walk from number to number. Randomly stop the music and have kids
stand on the number closest to them.

10. Pick a number out of the bag and call out the number.

11. Whoever is standing on that number will share something about their families. It could be how many
people they have in their family, where their family is from, if they have pets or cousins, etc.

12. Continue playing the game as time allows.

ACTIVITY WRAP-UP:

It was so great learning more about your families! Today we are learning about the earthly family that Jesus
was born into!

o
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SUPPLIES:
Ny Y,

WG D RAw MY Printable page, coloring supplies
$ |
% LEAD E R'S FA M I I_Y :rlitrftpt.he printable page (1 per kid).

LEADER TIP: Share a recent picture of your family after kids are done drawing.
ADAPTATION FOR DIFFERENT LEARNERS: Be sensitive to reports of different family situations.

Model encouragement and acceptance as kids talk about their situations.

INSTRUCTIONS:

1. Welcome each kid by name and welcome any new kids to the group.

2. Discuss: What was the best and worst part of your week?

3. Discuss: This month we are learning that Jesus is our Savior! How have you seen this week that Jesus is
the Savior?

4. Discuss: How many people are in your family?

5. Say: | will describe my family. | want you to listen closely as | describe my family because you will be
drawing my family’s picture!

6. Give everyone a printable page and coloring supplies.

7. Begin by slowly telling about your family: how many members, how many boys, how many girls, color of
hair, who looks like who, any pets, etc.

8. Give kids time to draw your family portrait.

9. Once they are finished, invite kids to share what they drew and then pick whose portrait looks most like
your real family.

10. /f time allows, have kids turn their papers over and draw a picture of their own families and share them
with everyone.

ACTIVITY WRAP-UP:

Thank you for drawing my family. | love the pictures! What would you draw if Jesus asked you to draw His
family? Today we are learning about how Jesus had an earthly family!
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I/ SUPPLIES:
\g‘\‘- / Bibles, teaching slide

“y&) VERSE LINE

Print or show the Memory Verse
teaching slide.

ADAPTATION FOR DIFFERENT LEARNERS: For kids struggling to follow simple directions, model

and repeat directions numerous times. Another option is to position them in line behind a positive

role model.

INSTRUCTIONS:

1. Leadkids to find Luke 2:11 in their Bibles. Read it aloud together.

Discuss: What city is in our memory verse?

Discuss: In our Bible story, who did we learn was in Jesus’ family history?

Discuss: Did God always have a plan to rescue His people?

;mop oW N

Say: God had a plan from the beginning to send Jesus through an earthly family to save people
from sin.

-

Practice saying the verse together several times.

7. Say: God had a plan from the very beginning. He used a long line of people as part of His plan to
rescue His people from sin.

8. Have kids form a line from shortest to tallest.

9. Stand atthe front of the line. Have everyone put their hands on the shoulders of the person in front
of them.

10. Guide the line of kids around your space, saying the memory verse together.
11. Ifyou can, weave in and out of chairs or go to unexpected places.
12. Repeat the verse several times as long as time allows.

13. Say: You didn’t know where | was leading you, but | had a plan! You all followed my plan even though
you didn’t know where we were going. God used all of the people in Jesus’ family for His plan.

ACTIVITY WRAP-UP:

Christmas time reminds us that we have hope. Jesus Christ the Lord was born!
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R

:”% FAMILY CHAIN rrer

11/, SUPPLIES:

Bible, printable pages, scissors, tape

Print the printable pages and cut out.

ADAPTATION FOR DIFFERENT LEARNERS: Kids with fine motor needs may require support when

making chain links.

INSTRUCTIONS:

1.
2.
3.

n

Discuss: In our Bible story, who did we learn was in Jesus’ family history?
Discuss: Did God always have a plan to rescue His people?

Say: God had a plan from the beginning to send Jesus through an earthly family to save people
from sin.

Read: Isaiah 7:14.
Say: God promised that Jesus would come as a baby long before He did! God has always had a plan.

Say: Let's make a paper chain together. Each chain shows how God'’s promise was passed down
through families until Jesus came!

For each paper chain you add, discuss the person below:
e Abraham—God promised him his family would bless the whole world.
¢ Isaac—God kept His promise through Abraham’s son, Isaac.
¢ Jacob—He made mistakes, but God still loved him and used him.
¢ Judah—God said a King would come from Judah'’s family.
e Rahab—She trusted God, and God brought her into His family.
¢ Ruth—She believed in God, and He used her in His big plan.
* Boaz—He was kind and helped others, just like God helps us.
e David—God promised that a Forever King would come from his family.
¢ Joseph—|oseph obeyed God and took care of baby Jesus.

e Jesus—]esus is the Savior God promised from the very beginning!

8. Say: Look how long our chain is! God used many people in His plan, starting all the way back with
Abraham—long before Jesus was born.

ACTIVITY WRAP-UP:

Go

d knew He would send His Son to rescue us right from the beginning! God'’s plan was set long before

Jesus was born, though it was revealed over time through the people God used.

o
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D Discipleship DISCUSSION

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR FOLLOWERS OF JESUS?

Discuss: How does this true story from the Bible show us that God is good?

Say: God sent Jesus to grow up in a human family, just like we do. He gave us a Savior who knows
what it is like to be human—to have a little brother, to have to obey your parents, to have to sit at
the dinner table. God loves us so much, He sent Jesus to not only save us but to also show us He
understands us.

Read Philippians 2:7 directly from the Bible: but emptied Himself, by taking the form of a servant,
being born in the likeness of men.

BUT WHAT ABOUT ... FAMILY DRAMA?

Discuss: Is there such a thing as a perfect family? Why or why not?
Discuss: Have you ever known family members who didn’t get along?
Discuss: What does God have to say about that?

Say: You may have family members who don’t get along. You might even struggle to get along with
some of your relatives yourself. It is normal for families to have challenges. Families are made up of
people. All people sin and mess up. People tend to hurt each other, especially people who are close
to them. So what do we do? Romans 12:18 says: If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably
with all. In other words, do all that you can to keep the peace. Sometimes, though, the situation is out
of your control. You can also pray for your family members and ask God to work in everyone’s heart.
Most of all, you can trust that God knows and loves your family. He has a great plan, even when there
is drama.
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YOUNGER ELEMENTARY SMALL GROUP THE GENEALOGY OF JESUS

SUPPLIES:

FA M ' I-Y :rlitrftpt:he Take-Home page (1 per kid).

ADAPTATION FOR DIFFERENT LEARNERS: Kids struggling with motor skills may require additional

encouragement and support.

INSTRUCTIONS:

1. Discuss: Was anyone perfectin Jesus’ family?

Discuss: Are the people in our families perfect?

Discuss: What were some mistakes people in Jesus’ family made?

Discuss: Why aren’t families perfect?

s ow N

Say: Every person in every family sins and needs a Savior. We can have hope because God uses
imperfect families for His perfect plan.

Read: Romans 3:23.

7. Say: No family is perfect. We may argue with our siblings, grown-ups make mistakes and life can get
hard. All our families need a Savior.

8. Read: Romans 8:28.

9. Say: The Bible promises us that all things, even our families, will work together for His good and
perfect plan.

o

10. Give each kid a piece of paper and coloring supplies.

11. Say: Use your opposite hand to draw a picture of your family.

12. Give kids time to draw their families with their non-dominant hand.
13. Discuss: Did your picture turn out the exact way you wanted it to?
14. Pass out heart stickers for everyone to put on their pictures.

15. Say: In the same way, our families aren’t always exactly how we want them to be. God loves us, loves
our families and uses everything we go through for His perfect plan.

16. Pray: Dear God, thank You for sending Jesus to save us. Help our families love You and follow You.
Thank You for giving us Your hope and love. Amen.

17. Say: Jesus brings hope. Let's take time to respond to Him.

ACTIVITY WRAP-UP:

Lead kids to use the “Me Question” box on their Take-Home pages. Ask fun, relationship-building questions
while kids wait to be picked up. As parents arrive, connect with them and point out the Take-Home page.
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11/, SUPPLIES:

Bible, Take-Home page, coloring

Print the Take-Home page (1 per kid).

LEADER TIP: Make a cheat sheet for yourself of the motions kids came up with.

ADAPTATION FOR DIFFERENT LEARNERS: For kids with hearing and vision needs, place them close

to the leader modeling the movements.

INSTRUCTIONS:

1. Discuss: Was anyone perfectin Jesus’ family?

Discuss: Are the people in our families perfect?

Discuss: What were some mistakes people in Jesus’ family made?

Discuss: Why aren’t families perfect?

B ow N

Say: Every person in every family sins and needs a Savior. We can have hope because God uses
imperfect families for His perfect plan.

Read: Romans 3:23.

7. Say: No family is perfect. We may argue with our siblings, grown-ups make mistakes and life can get
hard. All our families need a Savior.

8. Read: Romans 8:28.

9. Say: The Bible promises us that all things, even our families, will work together for His good and
perfect plan.

o

10. Say: | need everyone to stand up and help me come up with motions for key words of our prayer.
11. Key words: God, thank You, loving, I'm sorry, families, help, plan, amen

12. Use the motions kids came up with to say a prayer together. Guide kids to follow the motions as you
pray together.

13. Pray: Dear God, thank You for loving us. I'm sorry for the wrong things we do. Thank You for our
families. Thank You for using us for Your perfect plan. Please help us love You and others. Amen.

14. Say: God used imperfect families in the Bible and He will use yours too!

15. Say: Jesus brings hope. Let's take time to respond to Him.

ACTIVITY WRAP-UP:

Lead kids to use the “Me Question” box on their Take-Home pages. Ask fun, relationship-building questions
while kids wait to be picked up. As parents arrive, connect with them and point out the Take-Home page.
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PAGE 1 OF 21 PREP: Print the printable pages (1 number per kid).
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YOUNGER ELEMENTARY

TAKE"HOM E THE GENEALOGY OF JESUS

THE GENEALOGY OF JESUS (MATTHEW 1:1-17) Family histories were important in Bible times. The
New Testament begins with the genealogy of Joseph, showing that Jesus is a descendant of
Abraham and David, just as God promised. His family wasn't perfect, but Jesus, born into a human
family, is fully man and fully God.

POINT TO JESUS: Jesus came to Earth as a real person, fully human and fully God. As a human, He took our
punishment for sin; as God, He defeated sin and death, becoming our perfect sacrifice when He died on
the cross.

\/

. (7 +
R BRITEjTdea L) MONTHLY MEMORY VERSE

Jesus brings hope For unto you is born this day in the city of
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.
(LUKE 2:11)
FAMILIES, ASK THESE
THREE QUESTIONS!

WHAT DID YOU HEAR TODAY THAT MADE

?
YOU CURIOUS TO FIND OUT MORE? — HOW IS GOD INVITING TO RESPOND? —

CHOOSE ONE:
|:| | can talk to God abouit ... |:| Iwonder ...

DID GOD ALWAYS HAVE A PLAN TO [] Icanremember ... [ican...
RESCUE HIS PEOPLE?

God had a plan from the beginning
to send Jesus through an earthly
family to save people from sin.

WHY AREN'T FAMILIES PERFECT?
Every person in every family sins
and needs a Savi or. We can have
hope because God uses imperfect
families for His plans.

{%4V: DRAW OR WRITE YOUR RESPONSE
YOUR FAMILY’S WIN THIS WEEK ...

Create a family tree going back as many generations as possible. Parents, use it to tell your family’s story.

NAVIGATING A BROKEN WORLD

. . . . . . WANT MORE
Family drama can be a tough topic for kids. We can help kids view this AT-HOME
topic through the lens of Scripture. Learn more about this and how to I[))Ilss(g:;gf(ms
have a conversation at home here. Britecurriculum.com/tough-topics ;

SCAN ME!
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. GOING DEEPER

Read God’s Word this week!
Read each passage with a grown-up and answer the three questions together.

s
HE: What do these verses tell us about God?

DAY 1

Read: Matthew 1 :1'2: 17 | WE: What do these verses tell us about people?

ME: How is God inviting me to respond?

N\
4
HE: What do these verses tell us about God?
DAY 2
Read: 1Peter 1:3-6 WE: What do these verses tell us about people?
ME: How is God inviting me to respond?
N\
4
HE: What do these verses tell us about God?
DAY 3
Read: Romans 15:13 WE: What do these verses tell us about people?
ME: How is God inviting me to respond?
N\
4
HE: What do these verses tell us about God?
DAY 4

Read: Hebrews 10:23 WE: What do these verses tell us about people?

ME: How is God inviting me to respond?

-
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