brite* OCTOBER 4

LARGE GROUP

THE SUN STOOD STILL

BIBLE PASSAGE: Joshua10; 13
FOCUS VERSES: Hebrews 10:23, Numbers 23:19,
Deuteronomy 7:9
Summary: The Israelites, led by Joshua, conquered
Canaanite cities as God had promised. When several kings
attacked a city named Gibeon, Joshua came to help. God
told him not to fear and promised victory. Joshua prayed
for the sun to stand still, and God answered, giving them
more time to fight. The Israelites defeated their enemies,
conquered more land, and Joshua divided it among the
twelve tribes. The Promised Land became theirs, just as
God said.
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For nothing will be impossible with God. God does what He says.

(LUKE 1:37) e

We will go deeper in God’s truth by answering these questions:
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WHY DOES GOD HOW CAN WE KNOW WHAT HOW IS GOD INVITING
KEEP HIS PROMISES? GOD’S PROMISES ARE? ME TO RESPOND?

God is completely good. We can learn the many Kids will reflect and
He never lies or changes promises God has made to respond to the truth they

His mind. His people by studying learned about God.

the Bible.
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Leader” , TRAINING
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/7% 7 LEADER TRAINING TOPIC: BE PLAYFUL

Y When a kid does not meet expectations, engaging in play with them is often not our first
response. However, when we approach a kid with a warm and playful demeanor, the kid will
often begin to calm so we can better identify the need driving the behavior. Need help being
more playful? Try these ideas:

¢ Use your “fun” voice. While it's easy to go straight to our authoritative voice when a kid’s
behavior is challenging, next time use your “fun” voice when redirecting or correcting. A
playful voice signals to the kid that you are on their side and will work with them.

¢ Play. Relationships are built through shared fun experiences. As you build a relationship with
a kid, correction and coaching will be more effective. Sit down on the floor, grab a truck, or
join a kid who is coloring.

e Start with play. Telling a kid that our room is a fun space is not enough. We need to show
them. Greeting them with a fist bump or high five is a great way to start your interaction with
connection and fun. Have toys and craft supplies accessible to kids as soon as they arrive.
Offering play immediately upon arrival helps ease the transition from their caregiver.

NAVIGATING A BROKEN WORLD:
 ELEMENTARY
DIVORCE GLOSSARY

One of the most significant ways kids experience the pain of
broken promises is when divorce happens within their family.
Research reveals 30 percent of kids experience their parents’
divorce.* When a kid experiences divorce, their whole world

is affected. They may struggle emotionally, physically and
socially. Also, their impression of promises and adults doing
what they say may be jaded. You will likely have kids in your
group whose parents have been through a divorce. In today’s
lesson, they will learn that God always does what He says. Kids
who have been hurt may struggle with believing that. They
may wonder why a promise-keeping God would let their family
go through so much. You can listen to kids’ struggles without
judging their family. Point to God'’s faithfulness, even when it e ———
takes time to see how He’s moving. Kids can learn that God

won't lie or break promises.

Infallible: never wrong,
failing, or making a
mistake

Promise: when someone
agrees to something

Promised Land: a special
place God promised to
give His people

*For more resources on this topic, check out: britecurriculum.com/resources
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Large Group SIROADMAP

WELCOME SUPPLIES: Video player, Intro Video, teaching slides,
(8 MINUTES) timer
FIND IT IN
THE BIBLE SUPPLIES: Bibles, teaching slides
(2 MINUTES)

THE SUN STOOD STILL
3 BIBLE (JOSHUA 10; 13)

TEACHING SUPPLIES: Bible, teaching slides, envelope
(10 MINUTES)

REVIEW SUPPLIES: Video player, Bible Review Video, teaching
l" slides, flashlight, poster board, writing supplies,

(8 MINUTES) painter’s tape

LARGE GROUP SUPPLIES: Video player, Memory Verse Video, teaching
WRAP-UP slides
(5 MINUTES)
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ELEMENTARY LARGE GROUP THE SUN STOOD STILL

Say: Let’s see if you can guess exactly how long 30
seconds is. When you think 30 seconds have passed,

clap your hands. Let’s find out who can get the closest SUPPLIES:

without going over. Video player, Intro Video, teaching slides,
timer

Start the timer and let kids clap when they think 30 PREP:

seconds have passed. Play again using different lengths None

of time. . 5

LEADER TIP:
Say: Was 30 seconds longer or shorter than you For quiet games like this, play music
expected? Did you get better at guessing time as we for a more lively atmosphere.

played? We can improve because time is steady—

seconds, minutes and hours never change. But what if

| told you there was once a day that lasted longer than twenty-four hours? And even more amazing—
what if that long day proved that God always does what He says?

~~ INTRO VIDEO

> Play Intro Video then
transition into discussion.

Show teaching slide: He/We/Me Questions

TODAY WE WILL ANSWER THESE
TWO QUESTIONS:

Say: Isaiah had some trouble finishing the

hike in that ridiculous blazer. @ Why does God keep His promises?

Discuss: Have you ever started something, ,

but wanted to quit halfway through? How can we know what God'’s
promises are?

Say: The great news today is that God never

quits, and He finishes everything He starts. AT THE END OF OUR TIME TODAY, THE

Today'’s Brite Idea is: God does what He says. QUESTION YOU WILL BE ABLE TO ANSWER IS:

Show teaching slide: Brite Idea @ How is God inviting me to respond?
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FIND IT

IN THE \\?

THE SUN STOOD STILL

WHAT IS GOD’S BIGGER STORY?
Show teaching slide: God's Big Story

Say: The Bible is real and true. God gave us the
Bible so we could know Him. The Bible is filled
with many books and stories, but they are all a
part of one BIG story — God's story.

Creation: God is the one true God and He has
always existed. He is the Creator of all things,
including you and me. He is good, He loves us,
and we are made in His image.

Fall: Adam and Eve sinned and disobeyed God.
Sin broke the world, and people were separated
from God. People could not fix their sin problem
on their own.

Redemption: God sent His Son, Jesus, to die on
the cross, to take the punishment for our sins, and
to rise from the dead to conquer death. When we
trust in Jesus as our Savior, our relationship with
God is made right again through His grace, and
He gives us new life.

Restoration: \When we walk with Jesus through
the power of the Holy Spirit and learn God’s
Word, He renews us. One day, Jesus will return to
renew all things.

brite* |

WHERE IS TODAY’S BIBLE STORY?
Show teaching image: Pillar of Cloud

Say: Last week we learned about the wilderness
and how God provides for us.

Show teaching slide: Books of the Bible

Say: This week'’s story comes from the book
of Joshua. Joshua is found in the Old Testament
between the books of Deuteronomy and Judges.

Show teaching slide: Find It in the Bible Timeline

Say: This story falls in the “Promised Land”

period of the Bible. Today’s true story tells us what
happened as the Israelites continued to claim the
land God gave them!

Show teaching slide: Biblical Theme

Say: This month we are focusing on the powerful
truth that God never fails.

Say: This week we are learning that God always
does what He says, even when it takes doing
something impossible!

LET’S FIND IT IN OUR BIBLES!

Open your Bible and show the kids the title page
for the book of Joshua. Help kids turn in their Bibles
to today’s Bible passage (Joshua 10; 13).

©2026 Awana® Clubs International. This document may be reproduced only by churches registered with Awana. 5



ELEMENTARY LARGE GROUP THE SUN STOOD STILL

Bible 88 TEACHING

THE SUN STOOD STILL
JOSHUA 10; 13 SUPPLIES:

Bible, teaching slides, envelope

PRAY: God, You do amazing things! Things PREP:
, . None
we can’t even understand! If You say it,
You do it. Help us to learn from Joshua
and this mighty miracle today. Amen.

LEADER TIP:
For smaller groups, kids can play

Say: After many years of wandering in the wilderness, e re s,

Moses had died and Joshua was the new leader of the
Israelites. They began conquering cities to take over the
land that God had promised.

Have one volunteer stand and salute. That volunteer is now Joshua. After saluting, Joshua can sit
back down.

Say: The kings of the land heard how Joshua and the people had defeated cities around them. They
wanted to stop him, so they plotted to join together to attack the city of Gibeon.

Have three volunteers stand and pretend to speak angrily to one another. Allow them a few
seconds of acting and then have them sit back down.

Say: The men of Gibeon sent word to ask Joshua for help, telling him about the attack that
was coming.

Call a volunteer to come to the front of the space, hand them an envelope and have them take it to
Joshua. The volunteer can then sit back down.

Show teaching illustration: Men of Gibeon Send Message to Joshua.
Say: Joshua gathered his brave fighting men and headed to Gibeon.

Have three new volunteers stand and flex their muscles. Allow them a few seconds of acting and
then have them sit back down.
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Bible ) TEACHING

Say: Along the way, God spoke to Joshua.

Read Joshua 10:8 directly from the Bible: And the Lorp said to Joshua, “Do not fear them, for |
have given them into your hands. Not a man of them shall stand before you.”

Say: Joshua and his men surprised the enemies, attacking them suddenly. The Lorp caused the
enemies to panicand run.

Have three volunteers stand and act scared and panicked. Allow them to run in place for a few
seconds and then sit back down.

Say: Joshua and the Israelites chased after them, knowing that if night came, some of the enemy
would escape and their victory would not be complete. Joshua asked God to make the sun stand still
so that they could have more daylight to finish the battle.

Have Joshua stand and fold their hands in prayer while you read the verse.

Read Joshua 10:12 directly from the Blble: At that time Joshua spoke to the Lorp in the day when
the Lord gave the Amorites over to the sons of Israel, and he said in the sight of Israel, “Sun, stand
still at Gibeon, and moon, in the Valley of Aijalon.”

Invite Joshua to sit back down.

Show teaching illustration: Joshua Prays & Sun Stands Still.

Say: God answered! God slowed down the sun and it didn’t set for a whole day. The Israelites
were victorious!

Have the entire group stand and celebrate a great win! After a few seconds of acting, have them sit
back down.

Say: Joshua led the Israelites to conquer more cities and to occupy Canaan, the Promised Land.
Joshua divided up the land among the twelve tribes of Israel, giving each group their
own inheritance.

7\ (CONTINUED)
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Bible w$) TEACHING

Say: God kept His promise to Joshua that they would win the battle. He kept an even bigger promise
when they took over Canaan. Just like He had promised Abram, Isaac, Jacob and Moses, God gave
His people their own land.

Show teaching slide: Point to Jesus.

T POINT TO JESUS

Say: Throughout the Old Testament, God promised hundreds of times that He would send a Rescuer
who would save the people from their sin. God kept His promise by sending Jesus, a descendant

of Abraham, to Earth to die on the cross for our sins. God promises that when we trust in Jesus for
forgiveness of our sins, we will live forever with Him. He always does what He says.
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THE SUN STOOD STILL

“>-1 BIBLE REVIEW
VIDEO

Play Bible Review Video. Play the game below
using teaching slides: Review Game

SUPPLIES:

Video player, Bible Review Video,
teaching slides, flashlight, poster
board, writing supplies, painter’s tape
PREP:

Write “A” on the left side of the poster
board. Write “B” on the right side of
the poster board. Draw a line down the
middle of the poster board. Tape the
poster board to the front of your space.

INSTRUCTIONS: For each question, select a volunteer to indicate “A” or “B” by casting a shadow
of their finger, pointing to the correct answer by shining the flashlight behind it. Select a new

volunteer for each question.

1. What kind of cities were Joshua
and the Israelites conquering?
a. Cities with the best fast food
places
b. Cities in the land God promised

2. What happened when Joshua and
his men surprised their enemies?
a. The Lord caused the enemy to
panic and run.
b. The enemy quickly fought back.

3. Whatdid Joshua pray for God
to do so that victory would be
assured?

a. The sun to stand still
b. To cause confusion among the
enemy

4. This promise that God kept was...
a. Arandom, one-time event
b. Part of a larger promise God
gave to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob
and Moses

5. Why does God keep His
promises?
a. God is completely good.
b. God needs to earn our trust.
God is completely good. He never lies or
changes His mind.

6. How can we know what God’s
promises are?
a. Studying the planets
b. Studying the Bible
We can learn the many promises God has
made to His people by studying the Bible.
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THE SUN STOOD STILL

Show teaching slide: Brite Idea
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God does what He says.
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Show teaching slide: He Question and Answer

Why does God keep His promises?

God is completely good. He never lies
or changes His mind.

Show teaching slide: We Question and Answer

How can we know what God’s
promises are?
We can learn the many promises God

has made to His people by studying
the Bible.

SUPPLIES:

Video player, Memory Verse Video,
teaching slides

PREP:

None
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Choose an older kid to look up the verse

and read it aloud to the group. Have the
whole group repeat it together.

Show teaching slide: Memory Verse

For nothing will be impossible with God.

(LUKE 1:37)

ANANANAN

> | VERSE VIDEO

Play Memory Verse Video
after the verse is read.

do! This week we will rest in the truth that You're strong and Your ways always win.

@ PRAY: God, You are completely good and we trust You. You do everything You say You'll

Amen.
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