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SMALL GRoOUP

THE FIERY FURNACE

BIBLE PASSAGE: Daniel 3
FOCUS VERSES: Psalm 95:6; Revelation 4:11;

Hebrews 12:28; Romans 1:16
Summary: When Babylon captured Israel, young men like
Daniel and his friends were taken to serve the king. King
Nebuchadnezzar built a gold statue and commanded all
to worship it or be thrown into a fiery furnace. Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego refused, choosing to honor God.
Even when given another chance, they stood firm. They
were thrown into the furnace, but the king saw a fourth
figure with them, protecting them from harm.
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Great is the Lorp, and greatly to be praised, Only God is
and His greatness is unsearchable. worthy of worship.
(PSALM 145:3)

We will go deeper in God’s truth by answering these questions:
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WHY IS GOD WORTHY HOW DO WE WORSHIP GOD EVEN HOW IS GOD INVITING
OF WORSHIP? WHEN THOSE AROUND US DON'T? ME TO RESPOND?
God is greater than We can trust God is always Kids will reflect and respond
anyone or anything. No with us, and He gives courage to the truth they learned
one is like Him. to honor Him no matter what about God.
is happening.

L]
¥*
brlte I ©2026 Awana® Clubs International. This document may be reproduced only by churches registered with Awana



OLDER ELEMENTARY SMALL GROUP

Leader,

THE FIERY FURNACE

=

- TRAINING

7L

"LEADER TRAINING TOPIC: PRAYER REQUESTS

¥ Kids are amazing intercessors, but sometimes can widen the prayer requests so wide that
sometimes their prayer requests could benefit with more focus.
¢ Whiteboard Requests. Draw four circles on the board and label each accordingly:
“Myself,” “People Living at My House”, “My Family” and “My Friends.” As kids share
their requests, explain that they must fit into one of the three circles.

¢ Family Requests. When taking prayer requests, ask kids to share requests for their
immediate family, church family or mission’s family.

¢ 20-Second Request. When sharing prayer requests, explain to kids that each person
gets 20 seconds to share their requests so all kids have time to share what they would
like the class to pray for that day.

¢ Answered Prayers Closing. So often we bring request after request to God but never
return to thank Him for how He answers our prayers. At the end of each week, circle back
and ask the kids to share their answered prayers, then have a praise party thanking Him.

NAVIGATING A BROKEN WORLD:
PERSECUTION

Over 360 million Christians experience significant persecution

ELEMENTARY
GLOSSARY

in the countries in which they live, including facing
kidnapping, jail and even loss of life.* Just like Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego, believers around the world risk their
lives by following the one true God. Some kids in your group
may have even encountered times when they were made fun
of for being a Christian or for doing the right thing. In today's
lesson, kids will see that Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego
stayed true to their faith even when it made life much harder
for them. You can help kids see that God uses persecution

to point others toward Him. Around the world the church

is growing in countries of persecution. Lead the kids in your
group to pray for those around the world who are persecuted.

*For more resources on this topic, check out:
britecurriculum.com/resources

brite* |

Omnipotent: having
unlimited power; stronger
than anything

Trust: confidence
someone or something is
reliable and will do what is
expected

Worship: celebrating
God forwho He is

Worthy: deserving of
praise because of what
one has done or who they
are
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ELEMENTARY LARGE GROUP THE FIERY FURNACE

Bible 8 TEACHING

THE FIERY FURNACE
DANIEL 3 SUPPLIES:

Bible, teaching slides, chair, upbeat music,
music player

. . PREP:
PRAY: God, thank.You for this great example Have some music ready to play during the
of courage in Your Word. Teach us to teaching time. Place a chair at the front of

give You all our praise, no matter what your space.
-
happens around us. Amen.

LEADER TIP:
For smaller groups, have kids play
multiple parts.

Say: Just like Isaiah had prophesied, Babylon conquered
Judah and God's people were taken captive. Babylon
took many young men away from their homes in Judah to train them in the Babylonian ways. These
young men included Daniel and three of his friends. The friends were given new names: Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego.

Call four volunteers to the front to play Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego.

Say: They honored God in this foreign land and followed His ways.

Have the four actors put their hands over their hearts and make a “serious” face.

Say: God showed His favor on the four young men. They stood out among all the other young men
and were given special privileges and honor. Daniel went to work in the king’s court.

Have Daniel return to their seat and everyone else wave goodbye.

Say: Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were promoted to oversee all of the business of Babylon.
Have the three remaining actors shake hands and congratulate one another.

Say: One day, King Nebuchadnezzar built a massive golden statue. It was 90 feet tall.

Call a new volunteer to the front to play the statue. Have them carefully stand on the chair and freeze
in place.
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ELEMENTARY LARGE GROUP THE FIERY FURNACE

Bible 8 TEACHING

Say: He commanded the people to bow down and worship the giant statue every time they heard
music. Anyone who refused to bow down would be thrown into a blazing furnace as punishment.

Play 30 seconds of music. Invite a few volunteers to the front to bow to the statue.

Say: The music played and everyone bowed down, except Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego.
They refused to worship something other than the one true God.

Show teaching illustration: Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego Won 't Bow Down.
Have Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego fold their arms and shake their heads no.

Say: When this was reported to King Nebuchadnezzer, he was furious and ordered Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego to come before him.

Allow the statue to return to their seat. Call a new volunteer to sit in the chair and play King
Nebuchadnezzar. Have Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego stand before him.

Say: The king asked, “Is it true that you will not serve my gods or worship my golden image? If you
don’t, you will be thrown into the fiery furnace. And what god will deliver you from that?”

Have King Nebuchadnezzar spread their hands wide as if asking a question.

Say: Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego answered him, “King, even if you throw us in the furnace,
our God is able to save us. But even if He doesn't, we still won't worship anything or anyone else.”

Have Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego shake their heads no and wag their fingers.

Say: Nebuchadnezzar was even angrier. He gave an order for the furnace to be made seven times
hotter than normal. Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were tied up and thrown inside.

Have King Nebuchadnezzar pretend to angrily tie them up. Call four new volunteers to be the fiery
furnace. Have them sit in a circle, raise their hands and wiggle their fingers to represent fire. Have
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego stand inside the circle.

Say: After a few minutes, Nebuchadnezzar checked on them. He exclaimed, “Didn’t we throw three
men in there? There are four walking around, and one looks like a son of the gods.”

———————— \I(\"_--------_-->
/ +  (CONTINUED)
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ELEMENTARY LARGE GROUP THE FIERY FURNACE

Bible a8l TEACHING

Show teaching illustration: Fourth Man in the Fire.
Call a new volunteer to stand in the circle as the fourth person in the fire.
Say: The king cried out, "Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, come out!”

Have King Nebuchadnezzar motion for them to come out. Allow the furnace volunteers and the
fourth figure to return to their seats.

Say: Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came out of the furnace completely unharmed. They didn’t
even smell like smoke. God was with them in the fire and had rescued them. King Nebuchadnezzar
praised God and made a new law that no one could speak badly about Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego’s God and declared that no one could rescue like the one true God.

Read Daniel 3:28 directly from the Bible: Nebuchadnezzar answered and said, “Blessed be
the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who has sent His angel and delivered His servants,
who trusted in Him, and set aside the king’s command, and yielded up their bodies rather than serve
and worship any god except their own God.

Show teaching slide: Point to Jesus.

T POINT TO JESUS

Say: Who was in the fire with the three young men? Some people believe it was an angel. Some
people believe it was Jesus Himself. Many scholars believe there are moments in the Old Testament
when Jesus may have appeared on Earth before He was born as a baby. Either way, we know God
was with them. Just like God was present in the fire with Shadrach, Meschach and Abednego, Jesus
stepped down to be with us in our broken world. Not only did He join us here, but He paid the price
for our sins, making it possible for us to live with Him forever.
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OLDER ELEMENTARY SMALL GROUP

THE FIERY FURNACE

Small, Group SEIROADMAP

BELONG

(10 MINUTES)

Goal: For kids to
experience God's love
through a welcoming

community

? {10 MINUTES)

— Goal: For kids to
discover who God is by
engaging with the Bible

3

BECOME

(10 MINUTES)
4 Goal: For kids to
learn to follow jesus

by applying faith to
their lives

DO AS 100 MUSICAL STATUES

SUPPLIES: Blindfold OR SUPPLIES: Upbeat worship
music, music player

DRAW A CARD WORTHY GOD

SUPPLIES: Bibles, teaching OR SUPPLIES: Bibles, printable

slide, printable pages, page, scissors, paper (1 per kid),
scissors butcher paper, coloring supplies

DISCIPLESHIP DISCUSSION

(10 MINUTES)

Goal: To engage kids in faith conversations that help them
navigate a broken world with biblical wisdom

TAKE A STAND MAP PRAYERS

SUPPLIES: Bibles, Take-Home OR SUPPLIES: Bibles, Take-Home
page, writing supplies, page, writing supplies, printable
dominos, modeling dough, page, painter’s tape

table
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OLDER ELEMENTARY SMALL GROUP THE FIERY FURNACE
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““' DO AS 1 DO Kot

SUPPLIES:
Blindfold

None

INSTRUCTIONS:

1.

10.
1.

e

Welcome each kid by name and welcome any new kids to the group.

. Discuss: What was the best and worst part of your week?

Discuss: This month we are learning that God is greater than anything! How have you seen God's
greatness this week?

Gather kids in a standing circle.
Choose one kid to be the “Detective” and have them put on the blindfold.
Silently choose one kid in the circle to be the “Leader.”

The Leader will lead the remaining kids in different actions: clapping, tapping their head, kicking their
feet, etc. They will change actions from time to time.

Tell the remaining kids that they will follow the actions of the Leader discreetly, trying their best not to be
seen by the detective.

Invite the Detective to take off their blindfold and stand in the middle of the circle. The Detective will
move around in the circle to try to find the person leading everyone’s actions.

Repeat the game as time allows, choosing a new Detective and Leader each time.

Discuss: Whose job do you think was the hardest—the Detective, the Leader or the followers? Why?

ACTIVITY WRAP-UP:

In our game, we all followed the guidance of our secret Leader. Sometimes in life, the people that lead us
might not always ask us to do things that we agree with or things that we think are right. We are learning
about a few men who stood up against their leader today in order to follow God’s Word and do what
was right.
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OLDER ELEMENTARY SMALL GROUP THE FIERY FURNACE

SUPPLIES:

$ M Us I CA'. glzsee:at worship music, music
2¢) STATUES et

I/
WO &

ADAPTATION FOR DIFFERENT LEARNERS: Be mindful of music volume to support all kids’ needs.

Have noise-cancelling headphones available for those who need them.

INSTRUCTIONS:

1. Welcome each kid by name and welcome any new kids to the group.
2. Discuss: What was the best and worst part of your week?

3. Discuss: This month we are learning that God is greater than anything! How have you seen God'’s
greatness this week?

4. Say: Let's play a game of musical statues. | will play some music. When the music stops, | will call out a
pose. You must freeze in that pose until the music starts again.

5. Spread kids out around your space.
6. Startthe music.

7. Stop the music randomly and call out one of the poses listed below. See examples for specific ideas.
Vary how long they need to hold the pose for.

* Animals: Elephant, monkey, flamingo (one foot up), a tall giraffe, etc.
* Sports: Skater stance, kicking a soccer ball, tennis ready position, etc.
* Emotion: Surprise, scared, happy, angry, bored, etc.
* Household item: Teapot, lamp, chair, etc.
» Statue: Thinking pose, singing pose, strong pose, etc.
* Partner poses: High five, fist bump, handshake, back-to-back, etc.
* Worship poses: Praying hands, singing pose, bowing down, etc.
8. Discuss: Which was the hardest pose? Why?

ACTIVITY WRAP-UP:

We are learning a story where three followers of God were told to bow down and worship a golden
statue when music played or be thrown into a fiery furnace.

o
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OLDER ELEMENTARY SMALL GROUP THE FIERY FURNACE
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11/, SUPPLIES:

Bibles, teaching slide, printable pages, scissors

slide. Print the printable pages and cut out (1
memory verse set per 3 kids).
i e — S — | R

INSTRUCTIONS:

N o @

© ®

10.
1.

Lead kids to find Psalm 145:3 in their Bibles. Read it aloud together.

. Discuss: How did the men in our story show that only God was greatly to be praised and worshiped?

. Discuss: Why do you think they chose to worship God, whom they couldn’t see, over a statue that

they could see?

Say: Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego knew that even though they couldn’t see God with their
eyes, they could trust that He was with them. They refused to worship a false god and chose to honor
the one true God, no matter what happened.

Discuss: Why is God worthy of worship?

Say: God is greater than anyone or anything. No one is like Him.
Divide kids into groups of three.

Give each group a set of memory verse cards.

One at a time, kids will pick a card from the set. They will read the word on the card and recite the
memory verse until they get to that word.

Repeat until all the cards have been used.

Have groups place all the cards in the right order and recite the verse.

ACTIVITY WRAP-UP:
Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised! Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego knew that God is greater

tha

n anyone or anything and that He is worthy to be praised!
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R ELEMENTARY SMALL GROUP THE FIERY FURNACE

SUPPLIES:
| l// Bibles, printable page, scissors, paper
(1 per kid), butcher paper, coloring supplies

Cut a large sheet of butcher paper and write the
word "Worthy” in the middle. Print the printable
page and cut out (1 card per 2 kids).

LEADER TIP: Take a picture of the word cloud and send it to parents to continue the discussion

at home!

INSTRUCTIONS:

1. Discuss: What did Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego believe about God?

2. lead kids to find Revelation 4:11 in their Bibles. Read it aloud together.

3. Discuss: What does the word “worthy” mean?

4. Say: “Worthy” means deserving of praise because of what someone has done or who they are.

5. Discuss: Why is God worthy of worship?

6. Say: God is greater than anyone or anything. No one is like Him.

7. Say: Let's make a word cloud of all the words that describe why God is worthy of our worship.

8. Say: | have some verses that describe God's amazing greatness. | will divide you into pairs and give

9.

10.
1.

you each a verse. After you read the verse, each partner will pick a word (or words) from the verse that
describe God's worthiness. You will write the word on the paper in big letters and decorate it. Then
place it around the word “worthy.”

Pass out paper, coloring supplies and a verse card to each pair. Give kids time to complete the activity
and help as needed.

Once the word cloud is assembled, review all the words together.

Discuss: Which word means the most to you? Why?

ACTIVITY WRAP-UP:

On

ly God is worthy of our worship. God is greater than anyone or anything. No one is like Him!

o
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OLDER ELEMENTARY SMALL GROUP THE FIERY FURNACE

DISCUSSION

HOW CAN | KNOW THIS IS TRUE?

Discuss: What would you do if everyone told you to bow down to something you knew wasn’t God?

Say: The Bible tells how Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego refused to bow to King
Nebuchadnezzar’s giant statue. Archaeologists have uncovered many inscriptions and building
records from Nebuchadnezzar in Babylon, proving he was a real king who built massive monuments
and demanded loyalty. Excavations have also revealed the plain of Dura, where large platforms and
structures once stood, matching the setting of the statue. Ancient Babylonian texts show that kings
expected everyone to worship their gods and obey their commands. These discoveries confirm the
story’s setting and show these three men trusted the true God even when it meant facing the

fiery furnace.

Read Daniel 3:17 directly from the Bible: Our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the
burning fiery furnace, and He will deliver us out of your hand, O king.

BUT WHAT ABOUT ... PERSECUTION?

Discuss: Have you heard about countries where people are treated badly for believing in Jesus?
Discuss: Why would people mistreat Christians?
Discuss: What does the Bible have to say about that?

Say: There are people all over the world who are hurt or put in jail because they believe in Jesus.
Another word for this is “persecution.” There are some countries, many in the Middle East and Central
Asia, where Christians are harmed every day. Most of us do not have to live in fear because we follow
Christ, but we may encounter times where we are treated differently because of our faith or when

we have to make some hard choices to honor Jesus when no one else is. In Matthew 5:10, Jesus says:
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”

He told the people that persecution happened to the Old Testament prophets and it would keep
happening. We know people persecuted Jesus too. No matter our situation, we can remember that
God is with us and He is with believers all over the world. Pray for those who are in scary situations
because they follow |esus.

e
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OLDER ELEMENTARY SMALL GROUP THE FIERY FURNACE

|/ SUPPLIES:
// Bibles, Take-Home page, writing
supplies, dominos, modeling dough,

% TAKE A STAND abe

PREP:
Print the Take-Home page (1 per kid).

INSTRUCTIONS:

1. Discuss: Why didn‘t the three men bow down to the statue?

2. Discuss: Are you tempted to follow the crowd? How?

3. Discuss: How do we worship God even when those around us don't?
4

. Say: We can trust God is always with us, and He gives courage to honor Him no matter what
is happening.

g

Set up 10 dominos in some formation on the table.

6. Say: Pressure to follow the crowd looks a little like dominos falling. One person wants to make fun of
another kid in your class, then another joins in and soon, everyone is falling to the pressure.

7. Choose one kid to push the first domino and observe what happens. Have kids set up the dominoes
again. Remove one domino.

8. Say: Imagine this domino is you when you are in a situation to follow God when no one else is. Listen
to these verses and think about how you can stand firm.

9. Read aloud Deuteronomy 31:8, Isaiah 41:10 and Joshua 1:9. After reading the verses, put a hunk of
modeling dough where the domino you took out would go.

10. Have kids repeat after you: “God is always with us.” Push the domino into the modeling dough. Choose
one kid to push the dominos over.

T1. Say: Even when all the dominos were falling, this domino stood firm.
12, Discuss: Why can it be easier to fall to the pressure? What's the danger?

13. Pray: God, You are worthy of our worship. Thank You for always being with us. Help us to have
courage to honor You no matter what is happening. Amen.

14. Say: Only God is worthy of worship. Let's take time to respond to Him.

e e S T T N

ACTIVITY WRAP-UP:

Lead kids to use the “Me Question” box on their Take-Home pages. Ask fun, relationship-building questions
while kids wait to be picked up. As parents arrive, connect with them and point out the Take-Home page.
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OLDER ELEMENTARY SMALL GROUP THE FIERY FURNACE

SUPPLIES:

Bibles, Take-Home page, writing supplies,

MAP PRAYERS e L

Print the Take-Home page (1 per kid). Print the
printable pages and tape them in each corner

of your space.
= —

QHE

TS

LEADER TIP: Play quiet worship music while kids are praying.

INSTRUCTIONS:

1. Discuss: Why didn’t the three men bow down to the statue?

2. Discuss: How did they have courage to honor God even when facing death?
Lead kids to find Romans 1:16 in their Bibles. Read it aloud together.

oW

Discuss: How do we worship God even when those around us don’t?

4

Say: We can trust God is always with us, and He gives courage to honor Him no matter what
is happening.

6. Say: There are Christians in different parts of our world who can be hurt, imprisoned or even killed for
following God.

7. Say: Let’s pray for Christians all over the world to have the courage to follow and honor God, no
matter what is happening.

8. Say: Thereis a map in each of the four corners of our space. | will give you a writing supply. You will
go to each map and pray for a country in each of the areas: north, south, east or west. When you are
done, mark the country you prayed for. Don‘t worry if you don’t know the name of the country—God
does! Then go repeat with the next area. Let's try to cover the whole world in prayer.

9. Start the prayer time, encouraging kids to divide evenly among the maps. End your time by praying
aloud for all Christians in the world to trust that God is always with them and for courage to honor God
no matter what is happening.

10. Pray: God, You are worthy of our worship. Thank You for always being with us. Help us to have
courage to honor You no matter what is happening. Amen.

11. Say: Only God is worthy of worship. Let's take time to respond to Him.
ACTIVITY WRAP-UP:

Lead kids to use the “Me Question” box on their Take-Home pages. Ask fun, relationship-building questions
while kids wait to be picked up. As parents arrive, connect with them and point out the Take-Home page.
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OLDER ELEMENTARY SMALL GROUP
THE FIERY FURNACE

PREP: Print the printable pages and cut out (1 memory verse set per 3 kids).
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PAGE 2 OF &4 PREP: Print the printable pages and cut out {1 memory verse set per 3 kids).
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OLDER ELEMENTARY SMALL GROUP
THE FIERY FURNACE

PREP: Print the printable pages and cut out (1 memory verse set per 3 kids).
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PAGE 1 0F 1 PREP: Print the printable page and cut out (1 card per 2 kids).
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PAGE 1 OF 6 PREP: Print the printable pages
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PAGE 2 OF 6 PREP: Print the printable pages
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PAGE & OF 6 PREP: Print the printable pages
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PAGE 5 OF 6 PREP: Print the printable pages
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PAGE 6 OF 6 PREP: Print the printable pages
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OLDER ELEMENTARY

@j TAKE.HOME THE FIERY FURNACE

BIBLE PASSAGE: DANIEL 3 When Babylon captured Israel, young men like Daniel and his friends were taken
to serve the king. Nebuchadnezzar built a gold statue and commanded everyone to worship it or face a
fiery furnace. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego refused and stood firm. They were thrown into the fire,
but a fourth figure was with them, protecting them from harm.

POINT TO JESUS: Just like God was present in the fire with Shadrach, Meschach and Abednego, Jesus
stepped down to be with us in our broken world. Not only did He join us here, but He paid the price for our
sins, making it possible for us to live forever with Him.

NS
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y. BRITEjTdea, 0 MONTHLY MEMORY VERSE

o

Only God is worthy of worship. Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised,

and His greatness is unsearchable.

FAMILIES, ASK THESE (PSALM 145:3)
THREE QUESTIONS!
WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE THING ABOUT
YOUR LEADER? g HOW 1S GOD INVITING TO RESPOND? ~
CHOOSE ONE:
[] lcantalkto Godabout.., [_] Iwonder-...

WHY IS GOD WORTHY OF WORSHIP?
God is greater than anyone or
anything. No one is like Him.

"] I can remember ... [Jican...

HOW DO WE WORSHIP GOD EVEN WHEN
THOSE AROUND US DON'T?

We can trust God is always with us,
and He gives courage to honor Him
no matter what is happening.

L

A}
-~

| S f% DRAW OR WRITE YOUR RESPONSE -

YOUR FAMILY'S WIN THIS WEEK ...

Make “Reasons to Worship Placemats.” Decorate cheap placemats for your family to use by writing or
drawing what you're thankful for.

~— NAVIGATING A BROKEN WORLD

b WANT MORE
Persecution can be a tough topic for kids. We can help kids view this toplc | AT-HOME
through the lens of Scripture. Learn more about this and how to have a ?)Ilssgllll’;:ls(:il:;

| conversation at home here. Britecurriculum.com/tough-topics
SCAN ME!
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x GOING DEEPER

Read God's Word this week! Read each passage and answer the three questions.

HE: What do these verses tell us about God?

DAY 1

Read: Daniel 3:1-7, 16-20 WE: What do these verses tell us about people?

ME: How is God inviting me to respond?

\

-
HE: What do these verses tell us about God?

DAY 2
Read: Daniel 3:21-26

WE: What do these verses tell us about people?

ME: How is God inviting me to respond?

A

7
HE: What do these verses tell us about God?

DAY 3

Read: Psalm 95:1-6 WE: What do these verses tell us about people?

ME: How is God inviting me to respond?

-

e
HE: What do these verses tell us about God?

DAY 4

Read: 2 Samuel 7:21-22 WE: What do these verses tell us about people?

ME: How is God inviting me to respond?

\
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OLDER ELEMENTARY

THE FIERY FURNACE
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