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e are at a time when 
norms and values 

around marriage are 
changing and the public is 
becoming increasingly divided 
over the role marriage plays in 
our culture and society.  Re-
search shows that our society 
is nearly divided right down 
the middle on whether mar-
riage is a positive thing and 
beneficial for everyone 
involved and if marriage 
really should be a prior-
ity. 
  The church in our cur-
rent culture is not doing 
much to counter this 
trending belief and 
thought process.  Tradi-
tionally, the church has 
taken a defensive approach 
rather than an offensive ap-
proach.  Brad Rhoads of Grace 
Marriage Ministry says this, 
"It is time to take an offensive 
approach to protect, enrich 
and bring marriages wildly 
alive and for the world to see 
grace dominated 'abundant 
life' marriages. It is very diffi-
cult to kill something that is 

very healthy. The perception 
and reality of marriage must 
be changed to match the Bib-
lical intent. Ball and chain to 
freedom. Restrictive to liber-
ating. Boring to exciting. Dull 
to intense pleasure." 
  We are beyond excited to 
announce that we are partner-
ing with Grace Marriage Min-
istry to bring this proactive 

approach to marriages here at 
Bethany Christian Church.  
You will be hearing more 
about this on Sunday, Octo-
ber 23rd when Brad Rhoads 
will be speaking about Grace 
Marriage and the need for 
marriage enrichment and 
coaching in our society today. 
  Grace Marriage is not coun-
seling; it is marriage enrich-

ment;  it is marriage coaching.  
Marriage coaching is some-
thing for all marriages, as 
each of our marriages has 
room to grow.  Grace Mar-
riage offers an opportunity 
one day every three months to 
come together and seek the 
wisdom of God and others to 
spark our marriages and to 
protect and strengthen them.  

  We will be giving more 
out about Grace Mar-
riage after Brad speaks 
on October 23rd and as 
we get closer to the 
launch of Grace Marriage 
here at Bethany. 
  Please be on the look-

out in the near future for 

more information about 

Grace Marriage and mark 

your calendars and make sure 

to be here Sunday, October 

23rd to hear Brad Rhoads 

speak.  If you are interested 

and want to learn more about 

Grace Marriage in the mean-

time, please feel free to visit 

www.gracemarriage.com. 

 



 

 I had to laugh.  First I was 
laughing at Paxton.  Then I was 
laughing at Chris.  Eventually, I had 
to laugh at myself.  It was a Sunday 
morning.  Chris pulled in about 8:00 
to get things ready and do the morn-
ing preparations for Sunday morn-
ing.  Paxton was with him.  Paxton 
celebrated his first birthday in Au-
gust.  So, Paxton was with dad this 
morning. 
 I was sitting at my desk when 
I felt as though someone was 
watching me.  I looked up, then 
lowered my gaze by a couple feet 
and there was Paxton standing in 
the doorway smiling.  He looked 
around a little bit, we carried on 
a healthy conversation, and then 
he disappeared back down the 
hallway.  Over the next several 
minutes as we were all moving 
through the hallways, I would 
watch as Chris patiently allowed 
his youngest son to walk along 
beside him.  They moved through 
the building at a one-year-old 
pace. 
 What caused me to laugh was 
watching Paxton stop at every 
open doorway and look inside 
with wide-eyed wonder.  Every open 
door was a new adventure, un-
charted territory, a land to be ex-
plored.  He would stop, look inside, 
sometimes take a step or two for a 
better view, and then with a smile of 
contentment and joy, he would join 
his dad for a few more feet of walk-
ing until the next excursion.  Paxton 
made me laugh.  It appeared that 
Paxton was confident that the whole 

point of the morning was explora-
tion and that his dad was there, not 
to get work done, but to take him on 
an adventure.  I then had to laugh at 
Chris who, in his normal patient 
way, just stood there waiting at each 
doorway with a grin on his face as 
Paxton explored. 
 It was then that I had to laugh at 
myself.  What an amazing picture of 

life.  The problem is that I (maybe 
you too)  move through life in a way 
that we miss all that Paxton was see-
ing.  We think we are here to get 
things done; that getting things done 
is the point.  Maybe our Father al-
lows us to join Him in what He is 
doing, not so He can get more done 
(as if He can’t do it without us), but 
to allow us to enjoy and explore and 
see all that He has created.  “Jesus 

called a little child and had him stand 
among them. And Jesus said: ‘I tell 
you the truth, unless you change and 
become like little children, you will 
never enter the kingdom of 
heaven.’”  (Matthew 18:2-3) 
 We have things to do.  Work is 
not a curse, but part of creation be-
fore “the fall.”  From our vocations to 
the daily tasks of life, all of it is a gift 

in which God lets us actively par-
ticipate in life. But like most 
things God creates, we can take a 
great gift and turn something 
meant to bless us into a curse.  
May we become more like Pax-
ton.  May we stop at doorways, 
corners, bends in the road, new 
places, and places we pass every 
day and look past the surface to 
see something more.  I don’t 
think God is in nearly the hurry 
we are with the  majority of 
things we think we have to get 
done “yesterday.”  There are im-
portant things, urgent things, 
eternal things, but we may miss 
out on those as we are running or 
distracted by everything else. 
     Did I mention the joy on Pax-
ton’s face and the wonder in his 

eyes?  Did I mention the way he 
looked at his father with excitement?  
Did I mention the bond that was 
obviously there and being built as 
Paxton just enjoyed walking through 
life with His dad?  That is the look I 
want on my face.  That is the excite-
ment about life I want people to see 
in my eyes. 

Life Lessons from a One-Year-Old                                        Bob Bell 
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   When I was in grade school 
(now 30 years ago) I felt as though 
the school year passed at a snail's 
pace. Each school day seemed to 
last forever. Summer, however, 
blazed by faster than the blink of 
an eye! As the years of my life 
have continued to accumulate 
(A.K.A. as I've gotten older), it's 
not just the summers that have 
been speeding by. It is already Oc-
tober! It feels like before I can 
blink, it will be time for All-
Church Christmas Choir rehears-
als (beginning November 2nd at 
6:30 pm), Thanksgiving, Christ-

mas, New Year's Eve, and then 
suddenly - 2017! 
   But it's more than just moving 
from 2016 to 2017 that makes me 
realize time is - or at least seems 
to be - moving at a quicker pace. 
Last month I became the parent of 
a teenager. I remember the first 
time holding my newborn son like 
it was yesterday. Now he's thir-
teen!  
   Tucked in among the wealth of 
wisdom and knowledge that is 
written in Isaiah 40, these words 
ground me as life swirls by:  “All 
people are like grass, and all their  

faithfulness is like the flowers of 
the field . . . The grass withers and 
the flowers fall, but the word of our 
God endures forever.”  
   No matter how quickly life 
seems to be speeding by, I can de-
pend on God's faithfulness and 
His Word. I can depend on the 
One who has endured since before 
creation. I can trust in the One 
who is Sustainer and Provider in 
this short life and into the next. 
And so can you. 
 
Praising Him (Psalm 34), 
Gabe Ohmes 

 Speed                                                               Gabriel Ohmes 
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Statistics as of August 2016: 
 

 

GENERAL BUDGET 

  August Offerings  $57,167 

 Year-to-date budget needs  $561,346 

 Year-to-date actual giving $519,297 

 Amount under YTD $42,058 

 Budgeted weekly income  $16,038 

 Average weekly income  $14,837 

 

FAITH PROMISE 

Funds sent to C.M.F. for support of the 

Kineman Family (Individuals/classes) 

 

 August offerings  $1,944 

 YTD offerings  $20,315 

 

AVG WEEKLY ATTENDANCE 

 Year-to-date 534 (as of 8/28/16) 

 

 
Please contact the church office  

(765-643-5713) if you would like to 

request giving envelopes or set up 

your gifts for automatic withdrawal. 

THE 

BETHANY 

BUGLE 

Care Ministry 
Birthdays 

Please remember the birthdays of  
our shut-ins with cards and visits. 
 

Kathryne Balsley - 10/21/26 
Bethany Pointe - Rm. 209 
1707 Bethany Rd. 
Anderson, IN 46012        643-2487 
 

Paul Hood - 10/25/26 
527 Dream St. 
Anderson, IN 46013        608-4405 

Births 
Jace Blackburn - 9/1/16 
Parents: Scott & Amanda Blackburn;  
Grandmother:  Janet Blackburn 

Deaths 
Herman Robinson - 9/15/16 
Brother of Bobbie (Rick) Spaulding; 
Brother-in-law of Fern (Tom) Davis;  
Uncle of  Todd (Jerilyn) Davis 

 
 Daylight Saving Time Ends 
Nov. 6th at 2:00 a.m. 
Don’t forget to set your clocks  
BACK one hour before  
going to bed on Saturday  
night,  November 5th! 

Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser for 
our Student Ministry Dominican 
Republic Mission Trip will be Satur-
day, October 22 , 4:30-7:00 p.m. in 
the Gym.  The dinner includes: spa-
ghetti, sauce, garlic bread, salad, 
drinks, and dessert.  Advance tick-
ets can be purchased at the Wel-
come Center or in the office for $5.  
Walk-ins are welcome at $7 per per-
son.  Children 5 & under are free. 

Oops!  Spil led 

something on the car-
pet?  Please help us 
take care of our beau-
tiful church building 
by blotting it up as 
much as you can & 

letting Don Vanderluit or a custodial 
person know what was spilled as soon 
as possible.  Thank you!  

New Decisions 
Clem & Sandy Riedner - 9/18/16 


