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   As I drove past an insurance office, I 
noticed a sign in front: “Free Quotes.”  
My mind immediately began to think of 
potential free quotes they might give to 
me if I called.  Many came to mind: 

 “To be or not to be that is the ques-
tion.”   (“Hamlet,” William Shake-
speare) 

 “Even if you’re on the right track, 
you’ll get run over if you just sit 
there.”  (Will Rogers) 

 “I’d give my right arm to be ambidex-
trous.”  (Yogi Berra) 

 “Never lend books, for no one ever 
returns them; the only books I have 
in my library are books that other 
folks have lent me.”  (Anatole France) 

 “Smoking kills. If you're killed, you've 
lost a very important part of your 
life.”  (Brooke Shields) 

 And then, one of the most famous 
quotes, especially considering no 
words were used, Babe Ruth pointing 
with his bat to the center field 
bleacher in Wrigley Field during the 
1932 World Series. 

Free quotes–I wonder which free quote I 
would have been given if I would have 
called the number on the sign. 
 One of the striking realities in the 
Gospel of Matthew is the number of 
quotes . . . free quotes.  More so than 
Mark, Luke, or John, Matthew quotes 
from the Old Testament Scriptures.  
Depending on the author and what they 
would call a “quote” (direct, indirect, 
illustration, etc.), Matthew is said to 
have quoted from the Old Testament 
anywhere from 43 to 96 times. No doubt 
some would go higher and others would 
go lower, but among all the different 
numbers, the consensus is that Matthew 
quotes the Old Testament a lot! 
 Flip through the pages of Matthew 
and in most translations the editors 
have indented or placed the Old Testa-
ment references in quotes.  For example, 
surrounding Jesus’ birth, we find several 
Old Testament quotes: 

 “ ‘In Bethlehem in Judea,’ they re-
plied, ‘for this is what the prophet has 
written: “But you, Bethlehem, in the 
land of Judah, are by no means least 
among the rulers of Judah; for out of 
you will come a ruler  who will be the 
shepherd of my people Israel.” ’ ”  

    (2:5-6) 

 “And so was fulfilled what the Lord 
had said through the prophet: ‘Out of 
Egypt I called my son.’ " (2:15) 

 "A voice is heard in Ramah, weeping 
and great mourning,  Rachel weeping 
for her children  and refusing to be 
comforted, because they are no 
more."  (2:18) 

 “And he went and lived in a town 
called Nazareth. So was fulfilled what 
was said through the prophets: ‘He 
will be called a Nazarene.’ " (2:23) 

 Matthew knew these quotes were 
significant.  To a Jewish audience, these 
quotes, written hundreds of years ear-
lier, prophecies concerning the coming 
of the Savior, would have provided his-
toric proof of the identity of Jesus.  To 
countless people through the centuries, 
these quotes have provided a similar 
source of confidence, Only a God who 
not only knows the future, but can dic-
tate and shape the future, has the ability 
to say in advance, with absolute accu-
racy and detail, what will take place and 
then accomplish exactly what is written. 
 “What the prophet had written” and 
“so was fulfilled what was said through 
the prophets” are more than interesting 
statements or nice quotes which would 
someday make great lines on Christmas 
cards.  These quotes served a purpose 
and serve a purpose.  These quotes pro-
vide a reliable source of information 
which can be documented and substan-
tiated, providing proof of the source and 
authority of the Bible and the reality of 
the humanity and deity of Jesus. 
 These free quotes in Matthew are 
priceless! 

Free Quotes                                   Bob Bell 

 

Fall 
Festival 



    When the people of Israel 
crossed through the Red Sea, 
they witnessed what some 
would say was the greatest 
miracle that ever happened.  
But not everyone saw it that 
way.  There's an ancient rab-
binic story about two people, 
Reuven and Shimon, who hur-
ried along among the crossing 
through the sea.  They never 
once looked up and saw the 
miracle around them.  They 
only noticed that the ground 
beneath their feet was a little 
muddy, and they complained to 
each other how disgusting it 
was.   
   They began to complain even 
further to each other and talked 
about how, when they were 
slaves in Egypt, they made 
bricks out of mud just like that.  
Even going as far as to say that 
there was no difference be-
tween being a slave in Egypt 
and being free where they cur-
rently were.  You see, for those 
two individuals, there was no 
miracle, only mud.   
   People generally see only 
what they are looking for.  And 
every now and then, we just 
need to be reminded of what to 
look for and what to fix our eyes 
on.  We have come through and 
are still in a pretty tense time in 
our country.  If you are unaware 
of the last few months, maybe 

you are better off not knowing.  
I have seen and heard Chris-
tians from all over the spectrum 
destroy each other in the last 
few months over recent events.  
We have fixed our eyes in the 
wrong places, friends.  We have 
lost focus.   

  "But seek first the kingdom 
of God and His righteous-
ness . . ."   (Matthew 6:33) 

   We must be reminded to 
keep our focus on the kingdom 
of God.  A kingdom focus fulfills 
relational longings that go far 
deeper than political prefer-
ence, sexual orientation and any 
other divisive tool the enemy 
tries to use.  We must keep our 
eyes fixed on Jesus, on His king-
dom that He came to establish.  
We must "shepherd each per-
son towards a deeper love for 
Christ through the distortions 
and brokenness all human be-
ings experience." (Good Faith by 
David Kinnaman & Gabe Lyons) 
   We must remember that we 
are working with people.  We 
must aim our words AND our 
actions, not just one or the 
other, in an effort that  should 
never harm people, but lead to 
life for everyone involved. 
   As my friend Bob Goff says, 

my prayer is that we learn to 

"live in grace and walk in love."  

 A Kingdom Focus                            Tim Fair 
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Statistics as of October 2016: 
 

 

GENERAL BUDGET 

  October Offerings  $77,920 

 Year-to-date budget needs  $705,692 

 Year-to-date actual giving $655,660 

 Amount under YTD $50,032 

 Budgeted weekly income  $16,038 

 Average weekly income  $14,901 

 

FAITH PROMISE 

Funds sent to C.M.F. for support of the 

Kineman Family (Individuals/classes) 

 

 October offerings  $2,160 

 YTD offerings  $27,418 

 

AVG WEEKLY ATTENDANCE 

 Year-to-date 530 (as of 10/30/16) 

 

 
Please contact the church office  

(765-643-5713) if you would like to 

request giving envelopes or set up 

your gifts for automatic withdrawal. 

THE 

BETHANY 

BUGLE 

Care Ministry 
Birthdays 

Please remember the birthdays of  
our shut-ins with cards and visits. 
 

John Newby - 12/9/37 
Bethany Pointe, Legacy Bldg., Rm 313 
1707 Bethany Rd. 
Anderson, IN 46012 
 

Evelyn Miller - 12/14/27 
Bethany Pointe, Rm 125 
1707 Bethany Rd. 
Anderson, IN 46012        641-9796 
 

Bob Dalton - 12/31/21 
1216 N. Scatterfield Rd. 
Anderson, IN 46012        643-0961 

Births 
Cohen Mathis Hartley - 11/1/16 
Parents: Michael & Rachel Hartley 
Grandparents: Darrell & Cheryl Stephens 
 

Rebekah Leigh Larson - 11/7/16 
Parents: Jon & Kara Larson 
Grandparents: Tim & Mary Ann Levell 
Uncle: Kyle Levell 
 

Carter Michael Hoopingarner - 11/3/16 
Parents: Ryan & Samantha Hoopingarner 
Grandparents: Alan & Karen Hoopingarner 
Grt. Grd: Glen & Georgia Hoopingarner 

Deaths 
 

James D. Balsley - 11/20/16 
Son of Kathryne Balsley 
Brother of Celia Grise 

New Decisions 
Gideon Hahn - 11/6/16 

 If you are fairly new to Bethany, we 
would love to extend an invitation to 
you and your family to join us for 
the “New Faces” Luncheon on Sun-
day, December 4th, immediately 
following the 10:30 worship service 
in the Fellowship Hall.  We will 
provide lunch and have some time 
to get to know each other a little 
better. The meal will begin at ap-
proximately 12:00, and we should 
wrap up by 1:00-1:15.  It will help to 
know how many will be attending, 
so we can plan accordingly.  You can 
sign up at Connecting Point, 
www.bccanderson.org, or call the 
church office, 643-5713. We are look-
ing forward to meeting you and your 
family and getting to know you. 

 

 

 

Commitments for 2017 are  
$1,656/month (as of 11/27/16) 


